The Grange (La Grange)

Grange is a French word meaning 'ham,” and La Grange was the home of the Marquis de Lalayette's estate in Auvergne.
According to Slaughter family lore, Lalayette stopped here during his June, 1781, march through Culpeper. Living at
the house at that time was Robert ...:Llughlur, Jr., an olficer in the Cnnlinentaiﬁ.rmy, promineot farmer, and next year
an original trustee of the Town of Stmahmg, and later an urii:i.w,\l brustee of its ncudtm}r.

Robert Slaughter, |r., owned the property, 1765-1833, and an etched brick in the massive end chimney reads "1765".
Mr. Slaughter's daughter married George Hamilton, and the property was in the Hamilton lamily, 1835.1947, with
Maria 5. Hamilton a long--time owner, 1800-1927. The bulk of the present house dates from shortly after the Civil
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War, m.-u:l wad 1m,].[ll iﬂr ]ojm D. Hnm.illﬂn. In 193? ;‘*llmltil IGH:I'!.!:I nDlH; tl‘lﬂt "f-’rz p;dnr 1§ Mo t;l: typmairmntry ‘rml
of welk-to-do people”.

Today, the one certain vestige of 1763 is the Flemish bond south end chimney. Attached is a two story section of beaded
weatherboard with a g{-ntly pitc.lr:ecl gaHe roof. This section pro&alu the main section of the house, and pcun]:ly was part
of an 18th century d--bU.iu-g. The main, north section of the ]muse. also two stories, has a gml]y pitchlﬂi pjrﬂm,iJ rool,
and is of me.: weatherboard. This was the Lmy built for John D. Hamilton. Both sections have brick rounclatimu, aud
tlw nurth seciion hns an intenor ]J!'iE'L cj:imne:u' at {L'm n(:rrll'l.. Tlm main enirance, willl plain transom nnr.! |{sl¢].i‘]:h, 18
sheltered |,w a two an Classical pnrch with decorative r-.-n:tnngu]nr columns. This entrance laces east, ]ooh_i.ng toward the
old Fredericksburg Plank Road, the main ares north-south road during the 19th century.

Hugh Hamilton, last of the Hamilton family owners. thought the south wing was not part of the 1765 Slaughter home
"but dated back to the same period . e noted that there was an old house foundation north of the present howse. He
also noted that the fields to the east of the house. by Mountain Run and the old Fredericksburg Road, were known as the
uarter Fieldi--where La[n_vetie's troops were I!LHI’III‘I’(].

GB
WPA 244 (awners. rlcm:ls. pial:l, i Nov. 13, 1952; Junes, g 45 fpl‘lﬂtui: Es:hrel. P Ao
E. M. Scheel. May, 1993



